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Arctic importance topic of Great
Decisions

Suzanne Reynolds, Army War College Public Affairs Olffice
Arctic importance topic of Great Decisions Lecture

Air Force Lt. Col. Alan Kollien, USAWC
tudent, spoke in the post chapel assembly

room Feb. 13 in the latest installment of
the Great Decisions lecture series. He
spoke about the importance of the Arctic

region. Photo by Kelly Schloesser.
to view the presentations go here

Feb. 12, 2009 -- Issues regarding the emerging
area of importance, "The Arctic," were discussed at the Great Decisions lecture on Friday, Feb. 13 in

the Carlisle Barracks Post Chapel Assembly Room.

The discussion explored a variety of resource, environmental, cultural, geopolitical, legal, military,
and security issues required to build a "Strategy for an Arctic Age" and inform the U.S. National

Security Strategy.

Lt. Col. Alan Kollien, U.S. Air Force, is a student in the U.S. Army War College Class of 2009 and
the fourth of eight presenters for the 2009 Great Decisions program.

"Arctic climate change introduces new opportunities and challenges especially for the United States
and its Arctic neighbors," said Kollien. "This century's newly navigable waters bring increased
commercial shipping and resource exploration, but also expose a previously secure North American
maritime flank, and spark new conflicts in the polar region as nations rush to claim potential mineral

riches."

The Great Decisions lecture series is sponsored by the Carlisle Barracks Spouses' Club. This

program has been a source of information for more than 40 years.


http://www.carlisle.army.mil/banner/Video/greatDecisonsArctic.html

Kollien spoke to a near capacity crowd. Photo by Kelly

Schloesser.

At the next lecture, scheduled for Feb. 20, retired Col. Jef
Troxell of the U.S. Army War College will discuss the rising

powers of the world.
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