
Col. (Ret.) Edward A. Kaplan is the Dean of the School of Strategic 
Landpower at the U.S. Army War College. In this role, he is 
responsible for facilitating the education of senior officers in the 
Army, other services, partner nations, and senior civilians. His 
previous position at the War College was Professor of Strategic 
Studies in the Department of National Security and Strategy. 

Dr. Kaplan is a 1994 graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy, where 
he was commissioned as an intelligence officer and was a 
distinguished graduate from the intelligence training at Goodfellow 
AFB, TX. He holds a Ph.D. in History from the University of Calgary. 

While in the Air Force, Kaplan served in various Intelligence roles. He 
has served as a strategic planner, an Assistant Deputy Director for 

Intelligence in the National Military Command Center, and as the Executive Officer for the Director for 
Intelligence. 

As an instructor in the History Department at the U.S. Air Force Academy, he taught World History and 
advanced courses in American Foreign Policy and the Cold War and directed the core Military History 
course. In 2010 he returned to the Academy and was acting Deputy for Military History, Deputy 
Department Head, Acting Department Head, Director of the Dean’s Commander’s Action Group, and 
Professor and Head of the History Department; Dr. Kaplan retired from active duty in April 2020, in the 
rank of Colonel. 

 


