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Hurricane Response: National Guard soldiers and local law enforcement officials work together
to help residents evacuate flooded areas in Bennettsville, S.C., Sept 16, 2018. Army National
Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Jorge Intriago

U.S. Army Hurricane Response

What is it?

The U.S. Army plays an important role in disaster response, with efforts in
support of the lead federal agency, the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) and working closely with state and local officials. Major
Army installations serve as logistics hubs and staging areas for FEMA and
the Department of Homeland Security.

The Army's mission to assist federal relief agencies helps minimize the
damage and suffering caused by hurricanes, while continuing to support
the vital mission of defending the homeland and protecting America's
interests abroad.
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What has the Army done/is doing?

The Army stands with the communities in their time of need and the Army's
primary concern is to help affected communities recover from this disaster.

Defense Support of Civil Authorities is a Total Army force collaboration. In
2017, DSCA provided extensive support during Hurricane Harvey, Irma,
and Maria. This year, Hurricane Florence response continues across the
Carolinas.

Army and installation social media sites are reiterating FEMA, state and
local leaders' messages.

What continued efforts does the Army have planned?

Defense of the homeland and rapid response to natural disasters are
critical parts of the Army mission. Active, National Guard, and Reserve
Army Soldiers will continue to perform this mission across the Total Army
Force:

Army North (ARNORTH), as the Army's component of U.S. Northern
Command, coordinates federal military support for disaster response
when requested by FEMA or a state.
The Army National Guard (ARNG) as the nation's first, most
accessible military responder provides essential, life-saving services
quickly, and comprehensively when local and state response
capabilities are in need of greater support. The National Guard has
more than 3,850 service members on duty in North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, Virginia and Maryland in support of Hurricane
Florence response.
The Army Reserve (USAR) is a community-based force with more
than 198,000 Soldiers across this great nation respond rapidly
across state lines if called upon by the government through the 
Defense Support of Civil Authorities(DSCA) mobilization, including
Immediate Response Authorities.
The Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has fully engaged teams
actively monitoring and managing USACE dams to reduce
downstream flooding.

Why is this important to the Army?

Providing timely and appropriate response to an incident remains one of
the Army's key operational concepts. The Army must be ready to respond
at a moment's notice to threats near and far. The Army's readiness and its
ability to rapidly deploy trained and ready forces wherever needed, is
critical to protecting America, America's interests and American lives.

Resources:

Army North

http://www.arnorth.army.mil/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.nationalguard.mil
https://www.usar.army.mil
https://www.army.mil/standto/2016-08-17
http://www.usar.army.mil/About-Us/Immediate-Response/
https://www.usace.army.mil/
https://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/Missions/Flood-Risk-Management/Flood-Risk-Management-Program/
http://www.arnorth.army.mil/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.usar.army.mil


U.S. Army War College News Archives

Army Reserve
National Guard
Army Corps of Engineers

Hurricane Relief sites:

Army.mil: Humanitarian Relief: Hurricanes
Ready Army: Hurricanes
DVIDS: Army Hurricane Florence

Related document:

Department of the Army Pamphlet 525-27, Army Emergency
Management Program

Related STAND-TO!:

Army Disaster Personnel Accountability and Assessment System
Army Reserve Immediate Response Authority
Defense Support of Civil Authorities
Homeland Defense
National Preparedness Month
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