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Next Perspective lecture slated for Dec. 10

Next Perspectives lecture slated for Dec. 10
"U.S. NATO and European Basing, 1949-Present"”

Col. John Dabrowski, Ph.D., U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center
DATE: Wednesday, December 10, 2008

TIME: The doors open at 6:45 p.m. the talk begins at 7:15 p.m.

PLACE: Ridgway Hall, Carlisle Barracks, PA.

For more information, call (717) 245-3803.

For updates and any last-minute changes in "Perspectives" meeting times and places check the AHEC

homepage at www.usahec.org

With the advent of the Cold War in the late 1940s, and the specter of monolithic Communism and
growing Soviet military strength, the US sought to counter Soviet expansionism and hegemony with a
series of treaties, both multilateral and bilateral, the most important being the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, signed in 1949. Additional treaties such as SEATO and CENTO would over time, fall by
the wayside. It is the endurance of the NATO treaty and America's presence in Europe that has over the
past six decades contributed to the peace and stability of that continent. The American military in
Germany in the immediate post-war years, went from an Army of Occupation, to that of a forward
deployed force, trained to meet a Soviet attack on Western Europe. The American forces needed basing
and through a series of negotiations with the various host nations, American troops found homes in
practically every Western European nation. From Keflavik NAS, Iceland, to Incirlik AB, Turkey, and
points in between, the US military has stood as a guardian, along with its NATO allies, against Soviet

Communism and helped to win the Cold War.

Co. John R. Dabrowski, US Army, is a Civil Affairs officer and military historian assigned to the US
Army Heritage and Education Center (AHEC), US Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania.
During his career he has held numerous command and staff positions both on active duty and in the
reserve components to include duty as an Assistant Professor of Military Science at Dickinson College
and as a faculty instructor for the US Army War College's Department of Distance Education. He holds
a Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts degrees in History from East Stroudsburg University, East
Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania and a doctorate in History from Kent State University, Kent, Ohio. He is a

2002 graduate from the US Army War College and also holds a Masters of Strategic Studies Degree


http://www.usahec.org/

from the War College. Additionally, he is a 2000 graduate of the Air War College Seminar program.
Colonel Dabrowski retired from the US Army Reserve on 1 September 2007 after 30 years of service
only to be recalled back to active duty on 30 December 2007 to assist with the Senior Officer Oral
History Program at AHEC. His area of expertise and research is the Second World War, specifically the
Third Reich and the wartime operations undertaken by the German Wehrmacht and Waffen SS. He and
his wife Mary are the parents of two teenagers, Keith, 19, a freshman at Harrisburg Area Community

College, and Christina, 15, a sophomore at Fort Walton Beach High School in Florida.
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