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Warrior Care: Open letter to Army
communities

WARRIOR CARE MONTH — OPEN LETTER TD OUR ARMY COMMUNITIES

In ihe monith of November, Amernicans tradiionally reflect on the sandce of our Mation's veterans —
past and praganl — and give thanks for the freedoms we enjoy because of thair courage and aachilics.
Fittingly, the Department of Defansa has dasignated November as “Warror Cane Manth, " taking stock
o the sdvances we have mada in trealing cur serecemen and wormen and, equally importantly,
reaffirming to cur troops our cowntry's commitrmant 1o Gara e our wounded, ill and injuned Solders
and their Farmiliss

Oroar ihe pasi seven pears, fhe Uinfied Siatas Army has transforrmed the way wa cane for our mean
and woemen in undfonm. From Soldiars highly trained in salf-aid, buddy-aid and comiat ife-saving
tachnigues, o our combat medics on tha battlefield, to our forward-based surgical eams and combat
support hospilals, to our medical evacuation personnal and on b cur superb regionel medical cenbers
owerseas and in the Uniied Stabes, the Army's medical care system provides world-class care for our
Wamiors. Today, neary 80 pencent of Saldiers ingured in batlle surdve, compared 1o 1he TO pencen
wihio survived during Wordd War I, There is no betber évidence ol our Army's commmend bo laking
care ol our own. 0's clear, our Arry cans efod dossn’l slan when a Soldier arves &1 one of ow
outstanding hospiats--it begins well bafare they geat o the hoapial.

The Army supports its Wounded Warriors and their Families through the antire recovery,
rehabiitation, and rainbagration process to ensure all their needs are fully met. Cuwr thiry-so
installation-based and nine community-based Warnior Transition Linits provide individualized cans fof
Soldiers and their Familhes. Thess eflons ensune Solders can haal and succassiully ransilson—back
inka the Army or inlo civilian Me—acoodding 1o the best interasts ol the individual and thair Famiy. For
GuiF most sanously injured Wamors and their Farmilies, tha Army Wounded Warmor Program otfers
dadicated and ongoing suppor, providing them a place to fum for help as thalr needs changs ower
tima. kn sodition, wa are working daily to improve coondination betwaen the Dapartmeant of Daefensa
and the Departmeant of Vetarans Affairs 50 our Soldiars and Families recaive the full range of benedits
they so clearly dasanma.

This progross has comae with tha help of volunteers achoss Amenda, S0 many higve openéd up
their hearts and afened fheir lime and volunieer effors on behall of sur wounded, 8 and injured
Soldiers and their Famiies, They deserve our gratitude for fair extraordinary work.

Warmior Care Month [s.a tima for ws 80 tall thiz story, tha full story of Army care, throughout our
Armmy Family. It is a story that touchas every Soldiar, every Family, and every community. Aside from
the war and the defense of gur Mation, providing tha highest quality care and support 1o our Soldiers
and their Families remains the Army's number ong priorty. No Soldiar ar Family should aver el
alone in fheir recovery, i

We know thens is mona fo be done.  Mealing our obSgation to Woumnded Warmors and theer
Families will take the sustained afforis of nod only the Army, bt the Mation as 8 whole. Working
together, the Ammy and owr partners will ansune cur Warmor Care programs ane worthy of tha
sacrifices mada by cur Soldiers and Families in sendce 1o gur great Naton,

Kenneth 0. Pres
Sergaant Major of the Ay
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